
Nextivity Enters Partnership with NASCAR Engine Supplier
TECH: Wireless Co. Supporting 
Connectivity for Roush Yates

 By ELI WALSH

SAN DIEGO – Nextivity is moving into 
the fast lane. 

The wireless communications technology 
company announced a strategic partnership 
in mid-March with Roush Yates Engines, pro-
viding enhanced wireless connectivity and op-
erational ef�ciency at the company’s advanced 
manufacturing and engine development facil-
ities.

Roush Yates Engines is the exclusive engine 
supplier for Ford Racing teams in NASCAR’s 
top two racing divisions and provides engines 
for Ford Racing teams in the International 
Motor Sports Association’s Michelin Pilot 
Challenge. 

“I think wireless communication and the 
reliability of wireless communication is in the 
forefront of the minds of all these folks that 
are involved in NASCAR,” Nextivity CEO 
Michiel Lotter said. “And so that was a really 
good connection for us. 
 
Keeping the Phones Working

While the company has primarily served 
entities like global businesses, school districts 
and public safety departments in need of im-
proved wireless communications connectivity, 
Nextivity has been working within the NA-
SCAR ecosystem for roughly a year in the le-
adup to announcing the strategic partnership.

According to Lotter, Nextivity will place 
sensors into the manufacturing space of 

I-Pulse Acquires Vista-Based Capacitor Specialist CSI
ELECTRONICS: M&A  
Speeds Pulse Tech to 
Commercial Markets

 By BRAD GRAVES

VISTA – CSI Technologies, previously 
known as Capacitor Specialist Inc., has been 
acquired by I-Pulse, a company co-owned by 
billionaire Robert Friedland. Terms of the deal 
were not disclosed. The companies made the 
announcement earlier this month (March 18).

The North County business manufactures 
high-energy, high-voltage capacitors for the 
industrial, medical and military markets. CSI 
was founded in 1969.

Capacitors are devices that hold electrical 
energy, though they differ from batteries. CSI 
makes capacitors ranging from 500 volts to 
250,000 volts.

Privately held I-Pulse said the acquisition 
will create jobs, strengthen U.S. high-ener-
gy capacitor manufacturing capabilities and 
strengthen its own supply chain.

“We plan to make strategic investments in 
CSI to further advance high-energy capacitor 
prototype development and expand produc-
tion capacity for customers in the U.S. and 
worldwide,” stated Friedland, who is also 
chairman and CEO of I-Pulse.

I-Pulse makes pulsed power technology, 
which has applications in mineral explora-
tion, mining and geothermal energy, among 
other markets in the civilian sector. Several 
other companies apply pulsed power to mili-
tary uses. For example, locally based General 
Atomics has delivered pulsed power sources to 
the U.S. Navy for railgun experiments.

I-Pulse said its technology repeatedly com-

 Nextivity page 27

 CSI page 27 I-Pulse Group plans to use its technology to shatter rocks and extract metals. Image courtesy I-Pulse Group

NASCAR Cup Series driver Brad Keselowski (6) at the Goodyear 400 at Darlington Raceway on March 22, 2026. Keselowski’s Roush Fenway Keselowski 
Racing Ford is powered by Roush Yates Engines, which recently formed a partnership with San Diego-based wireless communications technology 
company Nextivity. Photo courtesy NASCAR via Getty Images
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Roush Yates Engines’ main facility in Moores-
ville, North Carolina, to collect data about as-
sets inside the building and its work processes. 

But the most signi�cant bene�t to Roush 
Yates will be more rudimentary, Lotter said. 

“First and foremost, the day we turn on 
the Nextivity system, their phones are going to 
work,” he said, adding, “our hope is that this 
additional information that they can get from 
the (internet of things) aspect of the network 
that we would install, that that would help 
them to improve their operations.” 

Lotter co-founded Nextivity in 2006 and 
has served as CEO since 2021. The compa-
ny’s client base has grown to extend across the 
world, with half of its annual revenue coming 

from outside of North America. Nextivity has 
also grown at an overall rate of roughly 20% 
each of the last two years.

The partnership with Roush Yates could 
eventually present additional opportunities to 
Nextivity, Lotter argued, such as working with 
individual racing teams to bolster their con-
nectivity capabilities at the track during a race. 

“I think the ultimate is to be a team sponsor 
as well,” Lotter said. “I think as we gain mo-
mentum in that ecosystem, we get to know more 
people, it’s de�nitely something that we would 
love to work towards, but for us, the partner-
ship that we have right now is a great �rst step.” 

Operating at ‘Peak Efficiency’
Roush Yates Engines has provided engines 

to NASCAR’s teams using Ford power since 
2004, when Robert Yates Racing owner Robert 
Yates merged the team’s engine department 

with that of rival Roush Racing, now known 
as Roush Fenway Keselowski Racing. 

Roush Yates Engines, now helmed by Rob-
ert Yates’ son Doug Yates, provides more than 
900 engines each year and the company’s en-
gines have powered dozens of wins and �ve 
championships for NASCAR Cup Series 
teams over the last 22 years. 

The company also operates a CNC man-
ufacturing division, Roush Yates Manufac-
turing Solutions, providing high-performance 
engine components as well as CNC manufac-
turing for the aerospace, defense and medical 
industries. 

“Seamless communication across our facil-
ities is critical to maintaining our competitive 
edge in NASCAR and manufacturing solu-
tions for various industries that include aero-
space, defense, space, and medical,” Roush 
Yates Manufacturing Solutions CEO Todd 

English stated. “Aligning with innovative part-
ners like Nextivity ensures our team can op-
erate at peak ef�ciency without interruption.”

While Nextivity is primarily known for its 
wireless connectivity solutions, Lotter argued 
the company differentiates itself through its 
ability to integrate public network access, pri-
vate network access along with facility sensor 
systems.”

“I think we are seeing that enterprises are, 
more and more, starting to ask the question, 
‘what else can you do for me? You want to 
�x my phone but what else can you do for 
me?’” Lotter said. “And I think we’re in a very 
unique position to answer that questions and 
to be proactive and bring signi�cant change 
into a company.”

drought stress.
Scientists sequenced the plant’s RNA and 

identi�ed what genes were expressed. Their 
�nished product is described as a single-nu-
cleus transcriptome atlas made up of approxi-
mately 1 million individual nuclei.

“We have been grinding up leaves and look-
ing at general gene expression for a long time 
now,” Ecker said. “This is the �rst time we are 
looking at drought with cell type-speci�c reso-
lution. We are pushing the boundaries of what 
is known, and this atlas provides a really criti-
cal view into how plants are impacted by their 
environment.”

Ecker and Swift’s research has been sup-
ported by the Life Science Research Founda-
tion, American-Australian Association, and 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

Study authors also included Xuelin Wu, Ji-
aying Xu, Carl Procko, Tanvi Jain, Natanella 
Illouz-Eliaz, Joseph Nery and Joanne Chory of 
Salk.

presses and releases brief yet immensely pow-
erful electrical discharges. According to the 
company, the technology has the potential to 
address critical global issues like the unlocking 
of competitive geothermal base-load energy 
sources, ef�cient critical mineral production, 
agricultural crop protection, and disruptive 
welding, metal-forming and crimping solu-
tions at an industrial scale.

The acquiring business has facilities in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico in the Sandia 
Research Park, located near Sandia National 
Laboratories. The lab, part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s National Nuclear Security 
Administration, is a source of talent and exper-
tise in pulsed power.

An I-Pulse media representative con�rmed 

the sale and offered several details of the 
transaction. Other company executives were 
not available for comment last week.

Major Investment on the Way, 
‘Incredible Potential’ Seen

“The acquisition is a game changer for the 
I-Pulse Group, allowing us to bring high-volt-
age capacitor production in-house and speed 
up the development and delivery of our geo-
thermal technologies and other business units,” 
stated CSI Technologies General Manager Pe-
ter Laurence. “Beyond innovation, this move 
also strengthens our critical U.S. supply chain 
for the growing defense and fusion sectors. 
We’re looking forward to a major investments 
phase over the next couple of years that will 
unlock incredible potential and innovation for 
our I-Pulse team and CSI’s customers.”

“The acquisition of CSI Technologies en-
ables I-Pulse to accelerate the deployment of 

disruptive pulsed power solutions across sus-
tainable resource industries,” Friedland said.

Privately held I-Pulse was co-founded by 
Friedland as well as Laurent Frescaline, di-
rector and head of technology. Friedland also 
leads Ivanhoe Capital and is co-chairman of 
Ivanhoe Mines, which has three projects in 
Southern Africa. 

Under Friedland’s leadership, executives 
within the Ivanhoe group and associated 
companies have raised more than $30 billion 
through a diverse range of �nancing vehicles 
on world capital markets since 1993. The cap-
ital has been invested in more than 30 nations 
on six continents, directed primarily at the 
minerals and energy resources sectors and 
communications technologies. Some succes-
sive owners have invested billions of addition-
al dollars to advance and expand bene�ting 
projects. 

Friedland  holds U.S. and Canadian citi-

zenship, resides in Singapore, and has owned 
homes in Hollywood and the Santa Barba-
ra area, according to published reports. The 
Friedland family is involved in international 
philanthropy, implemented through its San 
Francisco-based Friedland Foundation.
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NASCAR Cup Series drivers Joey Logano (22) and Ryan Blaney (12) at the Straight Talk Wireless 500 at Phoenix Raceway on March 8, 2026. Logano 
and Blaney’s Penske Racing Fords are powered by Roush Yates Engines, which recently formed a partnership with San Diego-based wireless 
communications technology company Nextivity. Photo courtesy NASCAR via Getty Images

Joseph Ecker, left, and Joseph Swift created a high-resolution atlas that shows how droughts affect 
plant cells. Photo courtesy Salk Institute
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